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Centennial      

Elementary 

Principal’s Corner 
 
Dear Centennial Families, 

 It is hard to believe, but we have completed over half of our instructional time this school year! We 
are off to a great start in 2020! Thank you for the valuable role you play in educating our Centennial 
Panthers. We appreciate the role that parents and families play in helping ensure our Panthers 
complete their homework, read for 20 minutes at home each day, and come to school on time each 
day. Let’s work together to make this semester our best at Centennial yet! 
 
In order to support students and further their learning, the Centennial staff plans lessons that align 
to Kindergarten through 5th grade Colorado state standards. These standards identify what         
students need to know and be able to do in order to show mastery for their grade level. In addition, 
teachers work with  students to set goals tied to their achievement. Ask your students what their 
goals are or what they need to do to be proficient or advanced. Your support means the world. 
Thank you for working as a team to provide a quality education for Centennial students.  

One of our January highlights was presenting at the HSD2 Board Meeting. It was great to see so 
many students, staff and families from Centennial attend and show support for Centennial           
Elementary School. We highlighted our inclusive community, amazing students, wonderful families 
and diverse staff. We were also lucky to have students, staff, and families participate. We also want 
to thank the Colorado Springs Conservatory for helping our students. 
 
As we have seen over the past month the Colorado weather changes quickly. We have ensured that 
students stay warm with morning recess inside when needed. If the temperature or wind chill is 18 
or below we will be inside. Indoor recess can be held if needed for our after-lunch recess although 
we make every effort to get our students  outside for fresh air! If you are dropping your students off 
in the front look for the red flag that will indicate we are having indoor recess. Students then know 
to go to the gym (K, 1, and 4) or the cafeteria (2, 3, and 5) for indoor morning recess. We appreciate 
your support with getting your child here on time each day. As a reminder, we start school promptly 
at 8:10 each morning. Please be sure that your child arrives between 8:00 and 8:10 each morning so 
they are in time for breakfast.  
 
We are having Science Night in February! This is one of our best academic nights of the year. Please 
look for the flyer that will be sent home next week with the details. We hope that you will come to 
Science Night on February 6th at 4:15 and bring your family. It is a free, fun, and an education night 
for all families! The event will last from 4:15 - 6:00. We look forward to seeing you and your family 
here. Thank you for your ongoing support and willingness to partner with our school to help us live 
our mission of “Achievement NOW.”  
 
Achievement NOW, 
 
Kim Noyes (Principal)  Kelly Lane (Assistant Principal)  
 

February 2020 



Kindergarten News 
This is such an exciting time in Kindergarten! Winter is in full swing and in Science we 
are learning about living and non-living things! Discuss with your child the differences 
between living and non-living things. 

In Math, we are beginning addition and subtraction. Please keep working at home 
with your children on counting and writing the numbers up to 20.  

In Writing we have started adding details and making our writing more interesting and 
complex. Please remember to keep practicing those sight words and to read each 
night. 

We have noticed that several students are only wearing hoodies on cold days. Please make sure that your child wears a heavy 
coat each day. We go out for recess when the weather allows us and we see lots of cold friends. 

The Kindergarten Team 
Mrs. King, Ms. Kimsey, Mrs. Washburn and Mrs. Fisk 
 

First Grade News 
Our students continue to grow academically! We are so proud of them. 

In Reading, we are working hard to be able to read 47 words per minute by the end of April. We are focusing on long vowel 
sounds in our word work. In comprehension, we are focusing on finding the main topic and details. In Writing, we are finding 
strong textual evidence, and using illustrations and text features to further our understanding of information. 

In Math we are continuing to practice addition and subtraction fluency and are measuring. We are practicing measuring in     
centimeters. 

In Science we are continuing to learn about earth materials including natural and man-made            
resources and renewable and nonrenewable resources. 

**Please remind your student to turn in their reading logs and their homework packets on           
Mondays. They will receive a new one each Monday. This includes reading 100 minutes. 

Thank you for your continual support! 

Second Grade News 
Our second grade students will be taking a field trip to the Pikes Peak Center on Wednesday, February 12th. Permission slips 
with more information will be sent home with your child in the near future. 

What we are learning in Reading:  
 Word work: phoneme reversal, substitution, blending, deleting, addition, segmentation, awareness, and                

categorizing. 
 Spelling patterns: diphthongs: ou, ow, oy, oi. Variant vowels: oo, u, u_e, ew, ue, ui, a, aw, au, augh, al, ough, and 

short vowel diagraphs: ea, ou, y.  
 Comprehension strategies: summarizing, point of view, sequence, predict, 

problem/solution, cause and effect.  
 Fluency: intonation, expression, phrasing, pronunciation.  
 Grammar: pronouns and contractions.  
 Writing: Opinion, narrative, and informative.  

What we are learning in Math:   
 10 more/less and 100 more and less.  
 How to break down numbers so we can add and subtract easier.  
 Adding and subtracting multiples of 100.  

What we are learning in Science: 
 The different parts of the water cycle. 
 The different types of weather and weather patterns.  

Reading and Writing Teachers:  Math, Science, and Social Studies Teachers: 

Ms. Chaltry:  achaltry@hsd2.org                Ms. Vastila:  svastila@hsd.org                                                                          
Ms. Snow:  ksnow@hsd2.org   Mrs. Merwede:  achafauros-merwede@hsd2.org  

mailto:achaltry@hsd2.org
mailto:svastila@hsd.org
mailto:ksnow@hsd2.org
mailto:achafauros-merwede@hsd2.org


Third Grade News 
In Reading, we have started our new module:  “A New Home.” In this module, we will learn about people who choose to explore 

new places to live. Our texts include:  “Grandfather’s Journey” by Allen Say, “Tea with 
Milk” by Allen Say, “Family Pictures” by Carmen Lomas Garza, “The Keeping Quilt” by    
Patricia Polacco (one of my favorites) and “Coming to America” by Betsy Maestro. We 
are going to continue working on character traits, points of view and comparing and       
contrasting information. Third graders have wrapped up writing about space. We have 
also moved onto Module 3 of Wit and  Wisdom’s theme of A New Home, where we will 
read and write about books and passages based on people moving to the United States. 
We will continue to focus on Expository, Narrative and Opinion writing pieces. In Math 
we will be using number lines to compare fractions and find equivalent fractions. As we 
move along in the month, we will wrap up our unit on fractions and begin our unit on 
collecting data and graphing. Students be able to create different graphs and interpret 
the data. The best way you can support your third grader is to ensure they are         
completing their homework packet and reading log every night.  
 

Fourth Grade News 
This month for 4th grade ELA we are traveling back in time to 1775 to learn about the Revolutionary War! Students will be  
reading a variety of books including George vs. George the American Revolutionary war seen from Both Sides. The purpose of 
this new module is for students to learn how you can look at different perspectives and be able to see each side and their      
reasons behind their opinions. Students will also be transitioning back to expository writing; this time focusing on writing       
informational essays! Students will learn how to take information from several  
passages and be able to include evidence from the text to support their         
answers. In Math we are finishing our module on fractions this month.           
Upcoming we will start our Angle Measure and Plane Figures module. This   
module introduces points, lines, line segments, rays, and angles. Students will 
construct, recognize, and define these geometric objects and then use their 
knowledge to classify figures and solve problems. Students learn how to create 
and measure angles as well. Homework continues to be passed out on         
Mondays and is due the following Monday. Please continue to support your 
child with developing these study skills.  
 

Fifth Grade News 
Fifth grade is off to a great start. In Reading, students are continuing with their understanding of 
the Civil War and how the war impacted soldiers and civilians alike. In Writing, students will focus 
on opinion writing by justifying their opinion with evidence from related texts. In addition to     
learning about the Civil War students are practicing literary analysis skills which will support their 
ability on the state test. To support your student learning at home continue to have them read for 
thirty minutes a night and ask them comprehension questions related to their reading.  
 
In the month of February, students will continue working on Module 4, multiplying and dividing 
fractions and decimals. Students will then be moving onto Module 5 which focuses on the volume 
and area. To help students be more successful, students should be working on their multiplication 
and division fluency. In Science, students will continue to learn about landforms and the weather. If 
you would like to work with your student on arithmetic operations like addition, subtraction,     
multiplication and division facts that would be a huge help! 

Happy Presidents’ Day! Today it is a time to honor all those who have held  
the highest political office in the United States, past and present. It’s also  
great time to teach your child about history and some of the nation’s  
greatest leaders!                           
         February 17, 2020 



Special Education - Can Do Corner 
Welcome back! We have passed the halfway mark for the school year. 
Please continue to read to, or with, your child every night, it is enjoyed     
tremendously. Also, ask them questions about what they read so they 
can show off what they understood. 
 
To keep their math skills up, please have them practice some of their 
basic math skills. Write out some addition or subtraction problems on a 
white board or have them practice with flash cards. Please talk to your 
child about being in control of their bodies in school. We want           
everyone to feel safe. Thanks for all your support as we move through 
this school year!  
 

Student Council 
Student Council has started the Spring 2020 semester with service to our school. We have written compliments on sticky notes 
to be placed on the work displayed in the hallways. Our student leaders loved wandering the building and admiring what their 
classmates have accomplished. We would like to thank everyone who has downloaded the new Box Tops app and has submitted 
receipts! There is a flyer with information on the app in this newsletter along with the updated participating products list.  
Thank you so much for all your support.  

 

Updating Information 
Have you changed your phone number, address or emergency contact? If so, please 
contact the office as soon as possible so that your information can be updated in our 
system. If there is an emergency with your child, we MUST be able to contact you or 
your designated emergency contact person. 
 

 

Lost and Found Items 

Has your child lost a coat? A hat? A lunchbox? This is a sample of what is currently in the school's Lost and Found located in the 
hallway next to our cafeteria. If your child has lost their eyeglasses, several pairs have been found and are located in our Health 
Clinic. Please remember to label your child’s belonging such as their jackets, lunch boxes, and water bottles. These items tend to 
go missing from time to time and having these items clearly labeled allows us to return them to their owners. 
 

Food Pantry 

The Centennial Food Pantry is now open to serve our families. Stop by the office on the  
following days:  

Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday  
2:30 PM—4:30 PM  

 
 
 

S’COOl Fundraiser 
Why? With your help, we will be raising money for essential items not covered through 
traditional means.  We are asking each family to participate and buy or sell at least 10 
items. We receive 40% of the profits from the total sold. Ask your child about the      
Fundraiser packet. Thank you for your help & support! 
 

Sale Ends:  February 12 
 

             Delivery Date:  March 17 

SELL & WIN PRIZES 

Sell just 1 item for your 1st                
Sidekick -Squishy! 



Art Spots 
What are we creating in Art Class this month? All grades are going to re-visit the color wheel in all it’s ways of categorizing     
colors. Do you know what Analogous means? How about Tertiary????    

 Kinder’s - Unit Focus is Similar yet Different: How is Art the Same? How is it Different? How many ways can a black cat be 
painted? Colored? And just what would YOU name your black cat?  

 1st Graders – Unit Focus is Stories through Art. Why is that star yellow? Who is Jacob  Lawrence? What story does that 
painting tell? Can you color a story?  

 2nd Graders – Unit Focus is Community and Public Art. Is there Public Art in OUR city of 
Colorado Springs? Who made it? How did they sign it? How would you sign your art if it was 
in downtown Colorado Springs?  

 3rd Graders – Unit Focus is Comparing Contrasting and Connecting Art? Is that realistic? 
Abstract? 2 Dimensional? 3 Dimensional? And how will we make a 3D city?  

 4th Graders – Unit Focus is Styles of Art. Impressionism and Cubism. Who is Frieda 
Kahlo? What is the difference between ‘shade’ and ‘tint’? Can you make a hypothesis? 
What is THAT???  

 5th Graders - Unit Focus is Compare and Contrast:  Art Across Time. What do you Notice 
and What do you Wonder? What is a Surrealism and how can you make a surreal portrait?  

Music Notes 
 Kindergarten is starting to learn about melodies and creating them through instrument 

playing. 
 1st and 2nd Graders are learning more about creating melodies and how to approach them 

on            
 3rd Graders are learning about how different pitches interact to create different  feelings in     

music. 
 4th Graders are going to be working on their original songs and creating music through    

Garage Band. 
 5th Graders are going to be creating music through xylophones, drums, and singing. 

Library/Media Center  
In library, kindergarten and first grade are doing lessons from Dinosaur School. Second, third, fourth, and fifth grades are    
doing AVID (Advancement via Individual Determination) projects. These projects help students discover which career field is 
the best for them through different activities. 

Tech Bytes 
We are going to be starting myON. myON reader personalizes reading for students by recommending books based on their   
interests, reading level, and ratings of books they've read. This is an exciting experience for the students. As of now, they will 
have reading using myON and math using Think Through Math.  This should help them find a base and purpose in transferring 
their knowledge of the two core subjects to the technology side of things.  

Physical Education 
 Kindergarten students will be participating in chase and flee games. They will try to avoid others while playing tag games 

to prevent collisions. 
 1st grade students are learning how to strike objects with implements, 
feet and hands. 
 2nd grade students will improve their balance by completing a variety 
of activities. They will also practice striking and trapping soccer balls. 
 3rd grade will learn how to perform forward and backward rolls safely. 
They will also practice striking and trapping soccer balls. 
 4th grade students will improve their balance by completing a variety 
of activities. They will also practice striking, dribbling and trapping soccer 
balls. 
 5th grade students will practice skills related to football and soccer 
(punt, pass, intercept, strike and dribble). 



District Corner News  

Parents, are you staying informed with the direction of the District and your child’s school? Be sure 
to update your information with the registrar at your child’s school. When your cell phone number 

and email are on file, you will get important text messages, phone calls and emails.                                        
Ask your registrar if you are set up to receive all messages.  

Snow may be around the corner and we want to keep you informed quickly!  

Download the District App! You can personalize the app to get school information that you need.  
Visit the Apple app store or Google playstore:   

 • Visit your student’s school website and the HSD2 district website for updates and all the latest on 
the  accomplishments of HSD2. 

 • Please read the district’s Winter Weather Policy and be prepared for winter in Colorado!  

www.hsd2.org 
 

 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3               C 4               D 5               E 6                            A 

Science Night 
4:15 PM - 6:00 PM 
 

7               B 8 

9 10              C 11             D 12             E 13             A 14             B 

 

15 

16 17                 

NO SCHOOL 
President’s Day 

18             C 19             D  20             E 21             A 22 

23 24             B 25             C 26             D 27             E 28             A 29 


